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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
The start of 2016 has seen the school move into the final stages of exam 
preparation for students in Year 11 and the Sixth Form.  Controlled 
assessments are being completed, practical exams taken, revision material 
is being prepared and students are engaging in lots of additional sessions 
to ensure that they can all achieve what they are capable of in the 
summer. At the same time students are starting to look towards Sixth 
Form and University as the next stages in their journeys. It was a particular 
pleasure to proof read all of the Year 13 UCAS applications, they show 
huge strengths and a real sense of purpose from all involved. 
 
All of the other areas of the school are continuing to make good progress.  
You will read throughout the newsletter of the huge range of additional 
activities here at St Ivo.  We have enjoyed considerable sporting success 
again this term and we must applaud the achievements of all of our teams 
but especially our girls' football teams who are progressing so well in 
national competitions. 
 
For me there have been two special highlights already this term.  I went 
with a small group of sixth formers to the Huntingdon District Council 
Holocaust memorial service.  This very moving event was centred around 
presentations from our students about their experiences of visiting 
Auschwitz. To see young people talking with such confidence about such 
an emotive experience was a very special experience.  In strong contrast 
the recent production of Shakespeare's The Taming of the Shrew was a 
great fun night out.  The cast were skilled and confident and the show was 
directed by Holly Temple who is a Sixth Form student.  The range of skill at 
the school continues to impress me. 
 
A lot of my time this term has been spent in the recruitment of new staff 
for September.  To date we have recruited three new science teachers and 
by the time that you read this we should have recruited to Design 
Technology and Modern Languages.  In a time of national shortages of 
teachers it is great that we are able to attract high quality staff who want 
to come and join in the work we are doing here. 
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Headteacherõs Report continued 

Year 7 Spelling Bee Competition 
 
Ten very impressive students battled it out to be school champions in 
the Foreign Languages Spelling Bee. Each of the ten finalists had already 
come top of their class to secure a place in the school competition.  
 
Despite the pressure of having their whole year group watching and 
cheering them on, they performed amazingly. Pupils have been 
practising hard all term and it was impressive to see how well their 
language skills have progressed in such a short time at St. Ivo!  
 
The competition consists of four stages over the three terms. The two 
winning pupils Anna (German school winner) and Anna  (French school 
winner) now can progress to the regional finals. We will keep our fingers 
crossed that they could even progress to the national finals at Anglia 
Ruskin University in Cambridge in July.  
 
A huge well done to all who took part! 
 
Mr Murphy 

 

We are saying goodbye to Miss Samani this week who has worked for many years with our EAL students, we 
thank her for all of her work and wish her every success in the future. 
 
Year 9 students are well into the process of selecting their GCSE options and I hope they can find some time 
during half term to really focus on what they want to do and where their real strengths are. 
 
I wish you all a pleasant half term. 
 
 
 
Sam Griffin 
Head 

Languages Department News  
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Languages Department News continued  

 

Latin beginners ς Spring Term, 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In January, we looked with Kara at the Roman oil lamp she had made in France. Romans mass-produced oil 
ƭŀƳǇǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀƴ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǳǎŜ ŀ ǘǿƻ-part mould and pressed wet 
clay into each half of the mould and joined the two halves together. Having dried slightly and with the 
moulds removed, the clay was then pierced to make the oil-hole and the wick-hole. The lamps needed to be 
fired in a kiln for up to two days. 
 

LǾƻ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎǎΩǎ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜ 
 

Site Seeing: visitor photography at Pompeii from the late 19th century to the 

present day, a lecture by Dr Zena Kamash 
 

Saturday 5th March, 2016 at St Ivo School (ACL) 

10.30-11.30 a.m. 

                                             The lecture is free and open to all 

 

 
 
 
 
 

More details and registration by email to pzahner@stivoschool.org if you would like to attend the lecture. 
 
Mrs Zähner 

 We are delighted to be able to say that we raised £699.23 for the Christmas 
Jumper Appeal.  This was divided between the three charities as per the national 
appeal: 
 
Save the Children 
Make a Wish 
Macmillan Cancer Support 
 
Thank you for your donations enabling us to reach this total. 

 Charity News  

mailto:pzahner@stivoschool.org
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjj_sP_qtvJAhXMuBoKHWemC44QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.christmassweaters.ca%2Ffree-christmas-sweater-clipart%2F&bvm=bv.109910813,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNFj57zwxfHJUoUTbQ
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History Department News  

  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Year 7: Medieval models competition 
 
Year 7 showed great effort and enthusiasm in the Medieval 
castles and weapons competition. The winners were Dora, for her 
Motte and Bailey castle; Dylan, Jo and Jake, for their Stone Keep; 
George and Lauren, for their siege weapons; Ruben, for 
imaginative design and Isabel, for her castle made out of cake. 
The models were displayed in the department and resources 
ŎŜƴǘǊŜΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
community link with St. Ives, the winning models were displayed 
in the town library, and will soon to be transferred to the Norris 
Museum.  

Year 8 
 
Year 8 continue in their study of revolutions, this term focusing on the French Revolution of 1789 and the 
eventual rise of Napoleon. A trip to the Black Country museum is planned for Wednesday 8th June 2015 as 
part of their study of the Industrial Revolution later this year. Details will be given to all classes shortly.   

 

Year 9 
 
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ Ŝǎǎŀȅǎ ƻƴΥ Ψ¢ƻ ǿƘŀǘ 
ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ мфнлǎ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ōŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻǊ ōŀŘ ǘƛƳŜǎΚΩΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ 
topics such as the economic boom, Hollywood, Flappers, prohibition and Al Capone, Jazz, Black Americans 
and the KKK, and the Wall Street Crash.  
 
Year 10 
 
Year 10 are studying Britain 1931-51, including unemployment in the 1930s, WWII, the 
Home Front, and the creation of the NHS. Year 10 exams will be during the week before 
Easter with depth study questions on Russia 1917 and a sources paper on Britain and 
the Blitz. Exam revision and support will be provided, including the podcasts recorded 
by Dr Craig on the website stivoschool/subjects/history.     
 
Year 11 
Year 11 are working hard towards their GCSE exams. They have just completed their mock exams, and 
controlled assessment on Vietnam (worth 25% of the GCSE). The revision programme has begun in lessons 
and for homework. All students have been issued with revision workbooks, and podcasts by Dr Craig are 
available on the website stivoschool/subjects/history.  
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History Department News continued  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Springboard Festival 
 
Twenty two Year 9 students represented the 
school at the annual Springboard Festival on 
Tuesday 2nd February. The leaders delivered 
activities to students with additional 
needs from schools across Huntingdonshire, 
and made the event a real success. Well done 
to all involved, you were fantastic!! 
 
Miss Housden 

Year 10 Basketball 
 
At this year's annual basketball tournament the 
Year 10s excelled themselves, placing 1st and 3rd. 
There was a large turn out at all practices, but un-
fortunately we could only take two teams. On the 
day the girls performed exceptionally well, with the 
A team winning all of their matches. Well done to 
those that played on the day, as well as those that 
gave up their lunch times to play. A brilliant way to 
finish their final basketball tournament at the 
school, well done! 
 
Miss Housden 

Year 12 
Year 12 are working towards their AS exams. They have recently completed 
their mock exams and are moving on to study some of their final topics, such 
as why the Cold War came to an end.  
 
Year 13 
Year 13 are working hard towards their A2 exams, including their coursework 
on Russia. This involves thinking about critical evaluation of sources and 
interpretations in history. 
 
Well done to all students and staff who continue to work hard in the 
department, and help to make it an exciting, fun and high-performing place to 
study History.  
 

Mr Bamber 

PE Department News  
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Resource Centre News  

 

 

It has been a pleasure to see many students revising for their mocks in the Resource Centre and making use 
of our collection of Revision Guides.  To this end, there are now a range of guides in the Understudy to 
compliment the full selection in the main Resource Centre.  Year 11s have been receiving tips on revision 
ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ƛŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘǊȅ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ 
remember!   
 
Year 7 Geography students have continued to build their research skills portfolio by learning the importance 
of referencing when researching. By the end of the lesson, they not only shared the facts they learnt about 
their country but also acknowledged the original source.  Good work! 
 
To encourage students to share their thoughts on the books that they have read, students were invited to 
design a Book Review Postcard.  The top 3 will be reproduced for students to pick up when they borrow a 
book from the RC and we look forward to some recommended reading.   
 
Harry Potter fever has struck as students visit the studios and celebrate Harry Potter Day on 10 February. The 
RC have launched 2 associated competitions: Design a Bookmark and Devise a Spell. Pick up your bookmarks 
in the RC now! Look out for more events and competitions after half term. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Wednesday 27 January, we hosted our annual World of Work event at the Burgess Hall. All Year 9 and 
Year 11 students attended and had opportunities to discuss the world of work and career options with 
ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ от ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǎ 
and encourage them to think about working within STEM (science, technology, engineering and maths) 
careers, as well as other more usual careers. Year 11 students had the opportunity to look at apprenticeships 
and other routes of study for post 16 and post 18 options. 
 
We are most grateful to all the local companies, organisations and parents who gave up their valuable time 
to spend time with our students.  
 
Mrs Bartlett & Mrs Carpenter 
 

Careers and Work Related Learning Department News  
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Year 9 Design and Technology students go to the Warner Brothers Harry Potter 
Studio, London! 

 

 

 
 

The tour continued through the studio where the students got to see magic take place. The range of Design 
and Technology used was incredibly vast from electronic robotics to graphic card models and even makeup 
artistry! It was a great opportunity for the students to see the time scale in which such items would be 
designed and built as well as the teams involved. Some of which could be translatable on a smaller scale at 
GCSE and A-Level should they choose to take the  subject on further than Key Stage 3. 
 
The students involved showed an incredible amount of maturity whilst representing the school and 
hopefully this has helped to further their curiosity and interest in the subject whilst providing an insight 
into the large variety of well paid Design and Technology based careers available. 
 
Mrs L Riggi 
 

 Technology Department News  

On Tuesday 26th January 2016, 49 
promising Design and Technology 
students travelled with the department 
to the London Warner Brothers Harry 
Potter Studio to study set  and prop 
design.  

The students were split into 
two groups and in turn, given 
an hour set design lesson by 
the studio. They specifically 
focused on perspective angles 
of sets to give rooms and 
buildings depth and the tones 
used to the mood and 
character of a scene. The 
studio also shared the secret 
to distressing a prop, for 
example clothing, to make 
them appear older and used, 
showing genuine Harry Potter 

props. 
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The Design and Technology Rotary Tournament 2016 
 
On Wednesday 10th February 2016, 12 promising Design and Technology 
students will be travelling with the Design and Technology Department to The 
wƻǘŀǊȅ /ƭǳōΩǎ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ at Abbey College, Ramsey.  In this 
tournament schools are invited to enter a team from Key Stage 3, Key Stage 4 
and Key Stage 5 in order to solve a brief they receive on the day. They will be 
competing against other local school teams within their year group (usually 
around 85 students in total), for the best solution to win a prize. 
 
The tasks are based on engineering principles and will be graded upon their ability to work as a team, plan, 
design and develop ideas, and their making skills on the day using a limited set of materials. 
 
This trip is designed specifically for those students with a keen interest and ability in Design and 
Technology. Students with not only good grades will be selected to represent the school; they must also 
show role model behaviour and a passion for the subject.  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Mrs L Riggi 

 Technology Department News  

 Year 7 News  

Design & Technology Rotary Tournament, 
Foundation Group Winners 

Year 7 have continued to  make a positive start to life at St Ivo.  Many students have been involved in extra 
curricular activities with some outstanding performances. 
 
The form group merit award has continued to be shared around the forms showing good work across the 
year group. 
 
Anna was awarded the Headteacher Award. 
 
Elise won the 100% Attendance Award. 
 
Well done to all and keep up the good work! 
 
Mr Varey and Miss Trigg 
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Year 9 News  

Awards 
 
Many awards have been given out over the last few months: 
 
October 100% attendance                 Freya  9Sm 
January 100%  attendance                Elle  9Co 
December   Head Teacher Award    Carla 9Co 
December  No Loss of Merit             Max   9Sm 
 
The half termly awards for merits and attendance went to  Eg, Ja/Ms and Bz. 
 
Guided Option Choice 
 
hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ фǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨDǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ hǇǘƛƻƴ /ƘƻƛŎŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 
variety of assemblies recently, culminating in the Curriculum evening on 11th February at 6pm.  The Guided 
Choices Form needs to be in by 29th February. 
 
Year council 
 
We have had a very productive year so far in looking at what we want to do for our Charity events, 
ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ {ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ /ŀƴŎŜǊ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ¦YΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōǳǎȅ 
preparing for future charity events and trying to find creative and entertaining ways to raise money for their 
chosen groups. 
 
We have also looked at the school environment and what the students want to improve and have chosen the 
new colours for improvements to the Technology block toilets. It is great to see the year council having such 
passion for their school. 
 
Mrs Slater and Mr West 

 

Year 8 News  
 
Kylie (merits mascot) has visited a variety of forms this term and has been won 
by Te, Fi (twice!), Ph and Re. Winning forms are averaging around 12 merits per 
student per week which is fantastic! 
   
!ƳōŜǊ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ IŜŀŘǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 
above more of her target grades in subjects than any other student in Year 8. 
Well Done to Amber! 
  
Mr Braybrook and Mrs Daniell 



 10 
 

Year 10 News  

Over the last half-term Year 10 students have been working with their form tutors during registration on a 
series of revision techniques. These techniques were shared with the students in their All Over It Booklet, 
which were distributed a few weeks ago. The techniques they have been introduced to help provide a 
platform for students to use in the coming weeks as they begin their preparation for their mock exams. If 
students have any questions about revision, or All Over It, please contact any member of the Year 10 Tutor 
Team. 
 
Alongside this, the year group have continued their fundraising for their chosen charity, Cancer Research UK. 
With a Guess The Baby competition and Tug of War having taken place this half-term, the events keep on 
coming with several more innovative ideas in the pipeline. 
 
Miss Sherwood 

PE News  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
National wins for St Ivo footballers! 
  
! ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŎŀƭŜΦ  
  
The under 13 girls team are through to the quarter finals of the National Cup, following a decisive win against 
Stoke Newington School on 28th January. This match saw a strong performance from the whole team, 
compensating for injuries amongst the squad, to ensure no goals were conceded. Goals from Year 7 super 
striker Lucy, player-of-the-match Ella and Captain Zoe led to a final score of 3-0. Sheer talent all round has 
allowed this team to progress to the quarter finals, and hopefully will take them further still.  
  
On Monday 1st February, the under 14 girls squad won through to the semi finals of their National Cup.  Their 
quarter final fixture was closely fought against both the opposition and Storm Henry, with two goals from 
super striker Katherine and one in the final minutes from player-of-the-match Elle securing a 3-2 victory in a 
nail biting match. A great team performance, which gives high hopes for the squad reaching the prestigious 
National Final! 
  
!ƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎΗ ¢ƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ мнǎ ƘŀǾŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǳǇŜǊō ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ 
and were only recently knocked out of their National Cup competition in an away fixture in South 
Leicestershire. Still a great achievement to have reached the last 16 teams in the country, and one we hope 
can be built upon in the coming years. 
 
Miss Trigg & Mr Daly 

U12 U13 
U14 
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Dance News  
 
 

 

                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new term has proven to be a busy one for the Dance Department! Due to popular demand Ivolution DVD 
is back on sale on ParentMail! Order your copy now for only £5! This can be found at the bottom of the list of 
items to purchase and will close on Monday 22nd Feb. 
  
Our male dance company IDC is proud to be visiting Thorndown Primary School in March to lead a workshop 
with some of their Year 6 students based on the dance "Tidal Wave" featured in Ivolution. We are very 
excited to be working with their pupils! IDC will also be performing at Jerwood House in Ipswich at the 
regional platform of U.Dance, a nationwide dance event showcasing young talent. The boys were selected by 
a panel to perform at this exciting event and represent the high standard of boys dance we have here at St 
Ivo. 
  
The department is also leading it's very first Dance Dash in aid of 
Sport Relief! On Friday 18th March  our group of year 11 
dancers will be performing their dance in as many different 
locations as possible all in one day! This will include 
performances at St Ivo, local primary schools and town centre. 
Please sponsor us at the following Just Giving page. 
www.justgiving.com/StivoDanceDash 
  
The Dance Department was delighted to welcome the University of Chichester's third year dance company 
3Fall at the end of January. The University students lead a workshop including contemporary dance 
technique, choreography created by Filip Van Huffel and lifts and contact work! 17 St Ivo students ranging 
from year 9 to year 13 thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon, some saying it was the best workshop they had 
ever had at St Ivo! The University's student also commented on the outstanding talent shown by our 
students, achieving some very challenging material! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Dance department will be holding its second performance evening of the 
year very soon. Our Easter Showcase will take place on April 20th from 6pm in 
the school's Main Hall. Here we will showcase the work our BTEC level 2 and 3 
students have created, our Dance Dash performance, dances from all of our 
clubs and companies as well as students own choreographies. We hope you 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŦǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
achievements. 
 
Miss McAdam 

https://mail.cambsed.net/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=GoXsNOBjhx4lfsrh07K8zeib42BtPwmwrlfdbBfiDiL3EUB4MTHTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBqAHUAcwB0AGcAaQB2AGkAbgBnAC4AYwBvAG0ALwBTAHQAaQB2AG8ARABhAG4AYwBlAEQAYQBzAGgA&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.justgiving.com%2fStivoDanceDash
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 Drama News  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Taming of the Shrew ς Feb 2016 
 
{ǘ LǾƻ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƘǊŜǿΩ 
performed in the Black Box Theatre last night was a 
tremendous success.  Ably directed by Holly (a Year 13 
student), and with a magnificent cast (aged 13-18), and a highly 
inventive production team; this was a joyous production, 
focusing on the humorous elements of the silly, vain 
characters. 
 
Sammy as Kate was delightfully petulant, feisty and 
ƻōǎǘǊŜǇŜǊƻǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎŎŜƴŜǎΣ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ YŀǘŜΩǎ ŘŜŦƛŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
rebellious qualities with great physicality and tomboyish 
belligerence.  Her rage channelled at all who came into her orbit: would-be suitors, her father Baptisita, sister 
.ƛŀƴŎŀ ƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ƘŜǊΦ  {ŀƳƳȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǊŜŀƭ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
impotent rage of the young, soon-to-be-ǿŜŘ ƎƛǊƭ ǿƘƻΣ ōȅ Řƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƳƻǊŜǎ ƛǎ ƻōƭƛƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ 
one of her suitors.  In the later, post-ƴǳǇǘƛŀƭ ǎŎŜƴŜǎΣ {ŀƳƳȅ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ǘƻ YŀǘŜΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ 
she realises she has met her match and her suitor really suits her. 
 
CharlieΣ ΨtŜǘǊǳŎƘƛƻΣ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘǊŀƎŜƻǳǎƭȅ h¢¢ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƎƻǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭΣ ǾŀƛƴƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ǿƻƻŜǊΦ  /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
stage in every scene he played (as Petruchio should) and emphasised the flamboyant irrepressibility of the 
character. He pats on the back, he preens, he gooses, he chucks; by turns flattering and cajoling, offering and 
taking bets, and generally throwing his weight around exuberantly.  When he turned up onstage in a ball 
gown, it was hilarious but no surprise.  The elements of slapstick in his interaction with Grumio and Kate 
were particularly well choreographed. 
 
Lucentio was played by Sam of Year 10.  He too, had a real stage presence and was acting throughout: 
gurning, nodding or shaking his head.  The cunning of the character, as shown in the convoluted plot, was 
ƴƻǘŀōƭȅ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ {ŀƳΩǎ ǊǳōōŜǊ ŦŀŎŜ ǇƻǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎƭȅ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅΦ  Iƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǇŀǊǘΣ Ella, played Bianca, the 
sister who may not wed until her sister is.  Ella showed herself to be a deft interpreter of her role, one usually 
associated with sweetness and gentility.  Her spats with Kate and her coquettish interplay with Lucentio were 
particularly played with aplomb. 
 
Jonny as Hortensio was highly amusing in his daftness, ridiculous disguise and general bumptiousness.  The 
ƎǳƛǘŀǊ ΨǎƳŀǎƘŜŘΩ ƻǾŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƪƴƻŎƪŀōƻǳǘ ŎƻƳŜŘȅ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΣ 
capped only by the burger scene, which he briefly reprised later: it got the biggest laugh of the night! 
 
Tom wore the most ridiculous costume ς boating blazer, cravat, flannels, grey hair mascara, Col Blimp 
moustache and the same degree of ramrod-backed military bearing.  His daftness, as the aged suitor to 
Bianca, was shown in his whiny self-pity and ratty pomposity reminiscent of Captain Peacock. 
 
Tranio was performed by Lucy.  Lucy interpreted her lines intelligently and with a comic northern accent or 
with a ridiculous James Finlayson or Ben Turpin moustache and in tweeds.  Lucy showed great enthusiasm 
and delight in her lines, delivered with a bemused smile and a high degree of clarity in the characterisation. 
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Dom played the father of Kate and Bianca, Baptista Minola.  He performed his lines with a knowing smile and 
revelled in the heartlessness of a man selling off his daughters in marriage to the highest bidder. The clarity 
ƻŦ 5ƻƳΩǎ ŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƳŀŘŜ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΦ 
 
Georgia as Grumio played her part with developed understanding of the role.  Georgia revelled in her part, 
by turn teasing Kate with Tantallus offering of food, and being pied by Petruchio.  Georgia carried though 
every scene with brilliant timing, darting about the stage like a demented housefly. 
 
Helena was Excellent as Biondella.  Her sustained accent brought tears of mirth to the audience as did her 
joie de vivre, expressed in every scene.  Eddie played Vincentio as a stuffed shirt and used a poker face as he 
is manhandled around the stage before the arrival of his son.  Sammy played the Merchant with high degree 
of integrity and very clear enunciation.  Morgan as the benighted servant and bumbling policeman was an 
absolute hoot. 
 
The part of the widow was performed by Kim, using her range of grumpy pouts and bottom-lip quivering self-
pity to the amusement of all. 
 
My great thanks go to Annabelle and Charlie for costume management and Beth for superb make up. Liam  
and Bethany for their professional lighting and sound; to Harry for his expertise in Stage Management and to 
the Backstage Crew of Callum, Callum, James, Will, Alex and Scarlett and to Hannah and Isabelle  for the fab 
photos. 
 
The greatest praise must go to Holly, our first sixth-former for many years to actively seek out the role of 
Director and to have carried it out with such magnificence: an energetic performance of fast-paced 
knockabout comedy with smooth transititions and each performer giving of their best with lines which are at 
times incomprehensible to the modern English speaker but made so by the intelligent use of facial 
expression, vocal delivery, gesture, posture and positioning on stage to make sense.  The undoubtedly useful 
additional contributions and great support she received from Lily, Sadie, the marvellous miracle that is 
Frankie Morgan and the legend that is Amanda Crellin really made this a show to remember. 
 
Nick Perry, Head of Drama 
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Student GIS Training and ICT/GIS CPD Event  
 
On Wednesday 13th January the department 
welcomed Jason Sawle, an ESRI UK Education 
Consultant to explore the world of GIS with our current 
Year 13 students, supporting their Geographical Skills 
examination. Jason ran an hour workshop for students, 
providing a hands-on practical session on the use of 
ArcGIS, a powerful online GIS system which the 
department subscribe to. Students became familiar 
with the ArcMap interface and learnt to create and 
manage maps, including beginning to explore 
geospatial data; plotting the location of recent 
earthquakes across the globe using data from the 
United States Geological Survey. Students also 
explored the 3D viewer, gaining spectacular views of 
many geographical landscapes across the world.  

That evening the geography department also hosted and ran a CPD event for local geography teachers, in 
conjunction with Cambridgeshire branch of the Geographical Association. 29 geography teachers from 
around the county gathered to explore two main themes (i) The use of new technologies in Geography and 
(ii) The Integration of GIS into the Geography Curriculum - An Introduction to ArcGIS Online. Sessions were 
run by Rob Chambers (HoD) and Jason Sawle from ESRI, and we were very proud of our sixth form geography 
ambassadors who were on hand to welcome and host our visitors. 

Year 9 Amazing Animals 
 
Our Year 9 students are 
cu r ren t l y  s tudy ing 
Rainforests as part of a 
unit on World Biomes. On 
Friday 5th February, the 
whole of Year 9 and some 
of our VI Form 
Geographers had the 
chance to get hands-on 
with their studies of animal  

adaptations and the importance of rainforest conservation through a series of workshops. Amazing Animals 
brought their rainforest roadshow to St Ivo and the students saw how animals such as boa constrictors, 
squirrel monkeys, kookaburras, iguanas and tarantulas have adapted to live in their environment. Two 
trained animal handlers gave all students an opportunity to learn about these unique animals through an 
hour-long practical experience with a fascinating insight into the world of animal adaptations. 
 

                                             Continued overleaf 
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VI Form Geography Ambassadors 
 

This half term has been the first full half term of our new 
VI form geography ambassadors scheme, involving 20 
students from our current Year 12 cohort. Students have 
opted into the scheme which gives an opportunity for 
our VI form Geographers to share their enthusiasm for 
Geography with younger students, promoting the subject 
and supporting in a variety of activities, including:  

- support at Open Evenings to help engage younger  
  students and promote Geography  
- support with lower school geography activities  
- support our Eco Ivo initiatives, including events such 
  as Fairtrade Fortnight  
- support in KS3 classes and where required provide  
  mentoring e.g. support with Geography homework. 
- create and deliver small presentations or lesson activities  
- visiting primary schools (recent visits have included VI formers talking to primary students about fairtrade)   
   and working on geography transition phase projects 
 

We have already had some very positive feedback with regards to the work of our ambassadors and there 
are lots of forthcoming events which they will helping out at.   
 
Mr Chambers 

Geography Club 
 
Geography club meet every Thursday lunchtime in N15 and is run by Miss Raine and Miss Booth. It is a great 
social opportunity to meet other people in year 7 and 8 with similar interests as well as extending and 
deepening geographical knowledge and understanding. Students are currently designing their own 
geographical themed game on a subject that interests them.  

Year 11 Revision  
 
As we reach February half term, we reach the start of the main 
preparations for the final exams in May/June. Thorough revision, 
backed up with practise of past papers is key to student success. Our 
extensive revision programme begins after half term, every 
Wednesday after school. The Year 11 Geography revision 
programme can be accessed here: http://www.geobytes.org.uk/
yr11revision2016.html. 
Students have also been issued with past paper booklets and the 
homework timetable (as of half term) is available at: 
http://www.geobytes.org.uk/yr11homeworktimetable2016.html. 
We would also encourage students to make use of the online revision resources at 
www.geobytesgcse.wordpress.com, including downloadable revision cards, podcasts and interactive past 
papers. GeoTweet bitesize revision sessions will commence in March and revision reminders etc. will be 
posted on our twitter feed @StIvoGeography and Facebook page). 

http://www.geobytes.org.uk/yr11revision2016.html%20
http://www.geobytes.org.uk/yr11revision2016.html%20
http://www.geobytes.org.uk/yr11homeworktimetable2016.html
file:///C:/Users/sscally/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/Q4G7G5ZI/www.geobytesgcse.wordpress.com
https://twitter.com/stivogeography
https://www.facebook.com/St-Ivo-School-Geography-Department-365872200234027/?fref=ts
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STEM Club 
 
This half term our budding young scientists have submitted their BP Ultimate STEM Challenge 
presentations ς congratulations to them for all their hard work and determination! We are waiting with our 
fingers crossed to hear how well we do in the competition! 
 
We have now taken on a new set of exciting challenges! Currently we are investigating whether microbes 
can eat our homework... Students have taken soil bacteria and tested different types of paper to see which 
could be decomposed by the bacteria the quickest. Results are pending! 
 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨCƻǊƳǳƭŀ млл ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǾŜƴǘΚΩ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ  
(http://yourlife.org.uk/formula100/), which we will continue next half term, as well as designing posters for 
the Microbes into Schools and Colleges competition about what microbes do for us in the food, health and 
waste industries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hampton College STEM Conference 
 
A group of current Year 12 students with a keen interest in pursuing STEM subjects at University and/or 
career level are attending a STEM conference day at Hampton College on Friday 12th February. They will 
have the great opportunity to hear from speakers from the Royal Society of Chemistry, the RAF, a forensics 
company, a neurobiologist and a Silverstone racetrack engineer, amongst others. We are looking forward 
to hearing all about the event when we see them again after half term. 
 
Science Live: Biology 
 
On the 4th February a range of Year 12 and 13 students went 
to London for A Level Science Live ς a day of lectures delivered 
by eminent scientists such as Professor Robert Winston and 
Professor Steve Jones. The highlight of the day was a lecture 
by Professor Sophie Scott on the Science of Laughter that had 
all 15 St Ivo students and staff fascinated.  
 
Dr Angus 
 

 Science Department News  
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Sixth Form News  

Sixth Form students have continued to work hard since returning from the Christmas break. 
 
Year 13 students who have applied to university continue to receive offers.  A total of 105 UCAS applications 
were submitted by the 15 January deadline along with references for 25 ex-students who also applied this 
year.   

 
 
Congratulations to Year 12 students for their excellent performance in the recent mock 
exams, and Good Luck to Year 13 who will sit their mock exams in early March.  
Students are all working hard in preparation for their AS and A2 exams in the summer 
and we are pleased to see so many students making use of the facilities in the Resource 
Centre and Sixth Form Study areas. 
 
 

Sixth Form Committee elections for the posts of Vice Chair, Treasurer and Secretary will take place on Friday, 
12 February.  Good luck to all the candidates, and thank you to the Year 13 Committee members who are 
standing down. 
 
/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ Iƻƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƘǊŜǿΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
for putting on  such a professional and entertaining production. 
 
¢ƘŜ {ƛȄǘƘ CƻǊƳ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻƻŘ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ψ[ƻǾŜ ¸ƻǳǊ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊ ²ŜŜƪΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ Ψ.ŀƪŜ hŦŦΩ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ǘǳǘƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎŀƪŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ǎƻƭŘ ƻŦŦΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘǳǘƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΦ tŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊƭŜŀŦ 
for photos of some of the entries. The Sixth Form are also collecting for the St Ives Food Bank again this year, 
and are hoping to do even better than the 28 boxes of food and other items which were donated last year.  
We take this opportunity to thank staff, students and their families for their generosity in supporting the 
Sixth Form in its fundraising endeavours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are pleased to announce that the Resource Centre and Study will open during the Easter holidays for 
Sixth Form students 9.00am to 1.00pm on: Thursday 7 April, Friday 8 April and Monday 11 April (professional 
day).  We hope students will take full advantage of the opportunity to use these facilities in preparation for 
the summer exams. 


